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Congratulations to Assemblywoman 
Sumter on publishing her first 

edition of the NJ Women’s Power List. I 
know well the time, energy and effort it takes 
to put this list out and I’m so proud to see 
this responsibility in the hands of not only 
an amazing legislator, but the Chair of New 
Jersey’s Legislative Black Caucus. 

We know that women in New Jersey politics 
continue to be underrepresented – in our 

legislature, town councils, appointed boards 
& commissions. We also know that New Jersey 
is home to an amazing number of powerful, 
intelligent and inspirational women that are 
working every day to bring us closer towards 
equality and equal representation – this list 
is a celebration of them. I was delighted to 
hand this privileged responsibility to her and 
look forward to reading it. 

– Former State Senator Loretta Weinberg.
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I am honored and excited to highlight the 
courageous and talented women of New 
Jersey. 

I have been a member of the New Jersey 
General Assembly for over a decade. 
Throughout my time in the Legislature, I 
have jumped at any opportunity to tackle 
systemic and structural policy barriers for 
women and minorities in our state.  

Due to the many cracks made by the chisels 
of leaders like Senator Loretta Weinberg, 
Senator Wynona Lipman, and the late 
Lieutenant Governor Sheila Y. Oliver, the 
glass ceiling is certainly weaker than it once 
was. There is, however, much work left to do 
if we are going to shatter the glass entirely.  

When I entered the legislature, Sheila Y. 
Oliver was the Speaker of the House. In the 
caucus room I had the privilege of a front 
row seat to her commanding presence and 
conviction. Public service for her centered 
on making New Jersey fairer and safer for 
women in politics, the workplace, schools, 
and their homes. It was an honor to be 
brought in under her tutelage. In fact, my 
first vote was for marriage equality and my 
first bill that passed which became law was 
the modernization of the state mental health 
processing system. 
 
To continue the pursuit of shattering glass, 
I have worked on improvements to legacy 
issues such as voter rights expansion, child tax 
credits, and childhood literacy. Restorative 
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and social justice reforms continue to be 
critical, such as the historical harms towards 
detained women that are documented at the 
soon-to-be shuttered Edna Mahon Facility. I 
have also authored legislation that designates 
our state as a safe haven for reproductive 
freedom with the transparency of rights 
afforded to women published on the NJ 
Reproductive Health Information Hub.

Partnering with hard-working advocates and 
strategic allies has helped to make historical 
increases to reproductive health services 
and expanded access to menstrual products 
for school-aged girls. Working with other 
women leaders to champion pertinent issues 
as we pivot towards the future, especially one 
so uncertain on the federal level, has proven 
to be crucial. 

When we lost our Lieutenant Governor Oliver 
on August 1, 2023, there was an outpouring 
of heartfelt love and loss for a true public 
servant. Her family lovingly acknowledged 
her as a “cherished daughter, sister, aunt, 
friend, and hero. Who left behind a legacy 
of dedication, service, and inspiration.” 
Lieutenant Governor Oliver’s transition left a 
gaping void in state government leadership. 
Therefore, the selection of someone to fulfill 
the term in office was a heavy burden that 
required our voices to appoint a distinguished 
woman of character to continue the legacy 
and work of the late Lieutenant Governor.  

I am proud of the ascension of New Jersey 
Secretary of State Tahesha Way who was 
appointed as New Jersey’s 3rd Lieutenant 

Governor. She has served at numerous 
levels of government and in addition to her 
powerful role as the Lieutenant Governor, 
she also serves as our state’s 34th Secretary of 
State. Lieutenant Governor Way is passionate 
about access to reproductive healthcare and 
equality under the law and we are fortunate 
to have a Lieutenant Governor who was 
willing and able carry the torch of Lieutenant 
Governor Oliver’s legacy. 

Now, without further ado, on to the women 
of New Jersey who have a chisel in hand and 
continue to strike that ancient glass ceiling.
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THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY

Donna Abene
Vice-Chair, LD39 Democratic

Harbani Ahujay, Esq.
Associate Counsel, Economic 
Justice Program New Jersey 
Institute for Social Justice

Stephanie Albanese
Policy and Government 
Relations Consultant River 
Crossing Strategy Group
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Lauren Albrecht
Director of Advocacy & 
Organizing, Garden State 
Equality

Alyana Alfaro Post
Executive 
Communications 
Lead, PSEG

Angelica Allen-
McMillan, Ed.D.
Acting Commissioner, 
Department of Education
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Lisa Almeida
Deputy Chief Counsel to 
the Governor, State of New 
Jersey

 Lt. Governor 
Tahesha Way
Secretary of State of 
New Jersey

Claire Anderson
Chief of Staff, Office of 
Assemblywoman Ellen Park
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Leslie Anderson
CEO, NJRA

Regina G. Appolon
Strategic Advisor and 
Government Affairs 
Professional

Helen Archontou
Chief Executive Officer, 
YWCA Northern NJ



THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY

Saily M. Avelenda, Esq.
Exec. Director / Chief of Staff, 
NJSDC / NJ Redistricting 
Committee

Mishael Azam
VP External Affairs, United 
Health Group

Alexis Bailey
Associate, Public Strategies 
Impact
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Estina Baker
Chief of Staff, Senator Elect, 
Britnee Timberlake

Missy Balmir
Co-owner, Thorough Planning

Sharon Balsamo
Assistant Executive Director / 
General Counsel, NJ State Bar 
Association
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Paulina Banasiak
Vice President, Zita Group

Kate Barry
Constituent Aide, Somerset 
County Commissioners

Susan Bass Levin
President and CEO, The Cooper 
Foundation, Cooper University 
Hospital
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Janine Bauer, Esq.
Partner / Attorney, Szaferman 
Lakind

Adenah Bayoh
Founder, Adenah Bayoh & 
Companies

Denise Belcher
Councilwoman, City of Teaneck
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Cathleen Bennett
President & CEO, NJ Hospital 
Association

Shadaya Bennett
Director of Government 
Relations & Policy, NJ Hospital 
Association

Rosemary Bernardi
Chaiperson of Communications, 
Women’s Political Causus
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Sam Bobila
Democrat Fundraiser and 
AAPI Activist

Nicola Bocour
Vice President of State 
Initiatives, Giffords, 
Washington D.C.

Rosalee Boyer
Co-Founder, Salvation & 
Social Justice
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Deborah Bozarth
Director of Government 
Relations Emeritus, NJ 
Association for Justice

Kirsten Brannigan, Esq.
Managing Partner, KS 
Brannigan Law

Laurel Brennan
Secretary–Treasurer & Member 
of Workgroup on Harassment, 
Sexual Assault & Misogyny in 
NJ Politics, NJ State AFL-CIO
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Catherine Brienza
Founder & President, 
RidgewoodJOLT

Mollie Binotto
Vice President, SenaKozar 
Strategies

Victoria Brogan
Senior Vice President of 
Strategic Intiatives, NJ Hospital 
Association
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Nicole Brown, Esq.
General Counsel, NJ General 
Assembly

Dana M. Burley
Clerk, NJ General Assembly

Jesse Burns
Executive Director, League of 
Women Voters of NJ
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Coleen Burrus
Executive Director Corporate 
Engagement & Foundation 
Relations, Princeton University

Julie Busby
Deputy Features Editor, 
Philadelphia Inquirer

Chrissy Buteas
Vice President, Government 
Affairs, Altice USA
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Ruthi Zinn Byrne
Founder, Zinn Graves & 
Field Inc.

Mary Campbell Cruz
Chief of Staff, Office of 
Congressman Donald Norcross

Dr. Patricia 
Campos-Medina
Executive Director, The Worker 
Institute at ILR Cornell University 
/ NY State AFL-CIO
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Nancy Cantor
Chancellor & Distinguished 
Professor of Psychology, 
Rutgers University

Lisa Chapland
Director of Government 
Affairs, NJ State Bar 
Association

Carlotta Chan
Sr Director, Investor Relations, 
PSEG
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Janna Chernetz
Government Partnerships and 
Policy Associate, Amogy

Rhoda Chodosh
Republican Operative

Laurie Clark
President, Legis Serve
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Susan M. Cleary
President, 1199J

Sister Patricia Codey
President, Catholic Healthcare 
Partnership of NJ

Jennifer M. Coffey
Watershed Representative, NJ 
Water Supply Advisory Council / 
Association of NJ Environmental 
Commissioners
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Sakina Cole
Chief of Staff, Assemblywoman 
Angela McKnight

Linda Coles
Media Relations Manager, 
NJM
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Tai Cooper
Chief Community Development 
Officer, NJEDA

Lilly Corcoran
Executive Director, Women’s 
Rights Information Center

Deborah Cornavaca
Associate Director, Government 
Relations, NJEA

Alea Couch
Vice President of Legislative 
Affairs, Hoboken Strategy 
Group



THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY

Jennifer Crea Aydjian
Chief of Staff, Senator Troy 
Singleton

Carol Cuadrado
Chief of Staff, Office of the 
Senator Nellie Pou
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Sara Cullinane
Director, Co-Founder, Make 
the Road NJ

Andrea Cunnell
Director, Alumni & Corporate 
Engagement, Rutgers 
University

Sonia Das
Legislative Strategist, 
Assembly Majority Office

Dyese Davis
Chief of Staff, Office of 
Senator Vin Gopal
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Jenny Davis
Chief of Staff, Office of Hudson 
County Executive, Craig Guy

Marilyn Davis
State Director, Government 
Affairs, Altice USA
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Michellene Davis, 
Esq.
CEO, National Medical 
Fellowships

Wartyna L. Davis, Dr.
Dean, College of Arts, 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences, William Paterson 
University

Iris Delgado
NJ Redistricting Commission

Sonia Delgado
Partner, PPAG
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Angela Delli Santi
Director of Communications 
and Marketing, NJ Department 
of Labor

Barbara Demarco
Vice President, Porzio 
Governmental Affairs

17

Tracie Desarno
Senior Partner, Public 
Strategies Impact

Bridget Devane
Public Poicy Director, HPAE

Bryana Deveaux
Legislative Liaison, Department 
of Environmental Protection

Julie Diaz
Chief of Staff, NJ Department 
of Labor
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Michele Dilorgi
Deputy Director, Housing 
Authority of Bergen County

Judy Distler
Co-Founder, Teaneck 
International Film Festival
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Stephenine Dixon
National Political Operative

Beth Dohm
Executive Vice President, 
Zita Group

Brianna Donahue
Vice President of Government 
Affairs, The Advocacy & 
Management Group

Tara Dowdell
President, Tara Dowdell Group
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Amalia Duarte
Chairwoman, Morris County 
Democratic Committee

Diane Du Brule
Director of Development, 
ACLU-NJ
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Teri Duda
Senior Vice President, 
Government Affairs – NJ, 
Berkeley College

Rosi Efthim
Blue Jersey

Francine Ehret
Area Director, CWA-NJ

Karin Elkis
Senior Vice President, 
Optimus Partners
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Sarah Fajardo
Policy Director, ACLU-NJ

Judith P. Fenelus
State Director, Alliance for 
Automotive Innovation
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Althea D. Ford
Vice President of Government 
Affairs, NJBIA

Reva Foster
Chair, NJ Black Issues 
Convention

Ferlanda Fox Nixon, Esq.
Chief Policy & External Affairs, 
African American Chamber of 
Commerce, NJ

Janice Fuller
President, Mid Atlantic, 
Anbaric
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Petra Gaskins
Councilwoman/ Chief of Staff, 
City of New Brunswick / Office 
of Senator Andrew Zwicker

Barbara George 
Johnson
Vice President of External Affairs 
& Urban Policy & Research, 
Kean University
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Naomi Gewirtz
CEO and President, Adler 
Aphasia Center

Noreen Giblin
Associate Counsel, PSE&G

Jaimee Gilmartin
Executive Assistant / 
Scheduler, Office of 
Congresswoman 
Bonnie Watson Coleman

Aisha Glover
Vice President of Urban 
Innovation, Audible
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Gail Gordon, Esq.
Commissioner / GOP 
Fundraiser, New Jersey Sports 
and Exposition Authority

C.J. Griffin, Esq.
Partner/ Director of the Justice 
Gary S. Stein Public Interest 
Center, Pashman Stein Walder 
Hayden PC
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Christine Guhl-
Sadovy
President, New Jersey Board 
of Public Utilities (NJBPU)

Diane Gutierrez-
Scaccetti
Governor Murphy’s Chief 
of Staff

Phoebe  Haddon
Chancellor Emerita & Professor 
of Law, Rutgers University – 
Camden

Casey Haddox
Health Policy and Advocacy 
Manager, Virtual Health
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Abbey True  Harris
Chief Counsel, NJ Senate 
Majority Office

Brigid  Harrison
Chairperson, College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Montclair State University
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Melissa  Hayes
Senior Manager of Outreach, 
North Jersey Transportation 
Planning Authority

Lynn  Haynes
Partner/Of Counsel, The 
Advocacy & Management 
Group

Zoe  Heath
Chairwoman, Sussex County 
Democratic Committee

Fatima  Heyward
Director of National Corporate 
Partnerships, Teach for 
America
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Brianna  Hill
Vice President of Government 
Affairs, The Advocacy & 
Management Group

Lynda  Hinkle
Managing Partner, Principal 
Attorney, Law Offices of 
Lynda L. Hinkle
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Jeanette  Hoffman
President, Marathon Public 
Affairs

Lisa J.  Hou, Brigadier 
General
Adjutant General & 
Commissioner of Military 
Affairs

Dianne  Houenou
Chair, NJ Cannabis Regulatory 
Commission

Rachel  Holland
Executive Director, The 
Hamilton Partnership
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Kimberly K.  Holmes, Dr.
Asst. Commissioner, Dept. of 
Community Affairs (DCA)

Deborah  Howlett
Executive Director / Lecturer, 
NJ State House News Service / 
Rutgers University
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Michele Jaker
Partner, MBI-GluckShaw

Cindy R. Jebb
President, Ramapo College 
of NJ

Lorraine Joewono
Director, Bergen County Division 
of Senior Services

Courtney Johnson
Associate, Government & 
Regulatory Affairs, Gibbons 
Law
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Jayné J. Johnson, Esq. 
Director Governor Office of
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion,
and Belonging

Natalya Johnson, Esq.
Immediate Past President, 
Garden State Bar Association
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Ashanti Jones
Policy Analyst, NJISJ

Sarah Jones, Esq.
Director, Government Affiars, 
Horizon BlueCross Blue Shield 
of NJ

Lisa Mizrahi Kaado
Member, Women’s Political 
Caucus NJ

Ami Kachalia
Campaign Strategist, ACLU
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Marlene Sneha 
Puthiyath
Associate Director, 
Legislative Alliance
Purdue Pharma

Amanda Karpinski
Public Information Officer, 
Office of Bergen County 
Executive, Jim Tedesco
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Andrea Katz Spevak
Cabinet Secretary, Office of 
Governor Murphy

Carol Katz
Principal, Katz Government 
Affairs

Sara Lee Kessler
TV/Radio Personality, 710 WOR 
/ I Heart Radio

Winn Khuong
Executive Director, Action 
Together NJ (ATNJ)
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Celia King
CEO, Leadership Newark, Inc.

Karen Kominsky
Partner, CLB Partners
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Cheryl Krouse
Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Congressman Josh 
Gottheimer

Victoria Kuhn
Commissioner, Department 
of Corrections

Stephanie Lagos
Chief of Staff, First Lady, 
Tammy Murphy

Lauren Lalicon
Policy Director, Office of First 
Lady Tammy Murphy
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Jeannine LaRue
Senior Vice President, 
Zita Group

Adele H. Latourette
Senior Director, Community 
Food Bank of New Jersey
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Elena Lavarreda
Deputy Political Director, 
North East, SEIU 32BJ

Mary Jo Layton
Manager Media Relations, 
Hackensack Meridian Health

Wendy Lazarus
Principal, WML Public Affairs

Sarah Lechner
Senior Vice President, Chief 
of External Affairs, Hakensack 
Meridian Health
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Kellie LeDet
Chief Government Affairs 
Officer, KEAN

Claudine Leone
Principal, Government Affairs 
Counsel
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Kay Licausi
President & CEO, Hoboken 
Strategy Group

Evelyn Liebman
Director of Advocacy, 
AARPNJ

Tina-Marie Lopez
Deputy Director, Union County 
Board of Social Services

Tricia Macguire
Founder & Executive Director, 
Elect Women NJ
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Linda Malave
Director, Social Responsibility 
and Partnership, Prudential 
Financial

Tenisha Malcolm
Director, Urban Mayors Policy 
Center, Kean University
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Jennifer Mancuso
Executive Director, Fair Share 
Hospitals Collaborative

Amy B. Mansue
CEO & President, Inspira 
Health

Marcia Marley
President, Blue Wave NJ

Anna Martinez
State Director, NJ Division 
on Women
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Marissa Marzano
Head of Communications, 
NJCASA

Lori Matheus
Senior Vice President, NJEDA

32

Laura Matos
Partner, MAD Global 
Strategy Group

Sabeen Masih
Senior VP of Public Affairs, 
Capital Impact Group

Marcela Maziarz
Vice President for Community 
and Government Affairs, Thomas 
Edison State University

Kate McDonnell
Counsel, Attorney General
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Katy McClure
Attorney & Gun Safety Advocate

Bernadette 
McPherson, Esq.
Director of Outreach, Millenium 
Strategies
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Jenna Mellor
Executive Director, NJ Harm 
Reduction Coalition

Audrey Meyers
President & CEO, The Valley 
Health System

Linda Metzer
Secretary, NJ Senate

Antoinette Miles
Interim NJ State Director, 
Working Families Party
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Janice Mironov
Chairwoman, Mercer County 
Democratic Organization
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Kelly Mooij
Program Director, Northeast 
Policy, Energy Foundation

Ritzy Moralez
Senior Personnel Tecnician, 
Bergen County Board of Social 
Services

Maggie Moran
Political Consultant and 
Advocate

Robin Morante
Chief of Court and Judicial 
Security, NJ Judiciary

Hanna Mori
State Director, Office of 
Senator Cory Booker



THE POWERFUL WOMEN OF NEW JERSEY

Dena Mottola 
Jaborska
Executive Director, NJ Citizen 
Action
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Tricia Mueller
Founder and CEO, Groundwork 
Strategies

Jessica Murray
Chief of Staff, Office of Senator 
Linda Greenstein

Mary Noonan
Chief of Staff, Office of 
Congressman Chris Smith

Lynn Nowak
Executive Vice President, 
Porzio Government Affairs

Julie O’Brien
Director, Office for Children, 
Bergen County Dept. of Human 
Services/ WEDO Bergen County
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Shante Palmer
Government Relations, Rutgers 
University Newark

36

Henal Patel, Esq.
Law & Policy Director, New 
Jersey Institute for Social 
Justice (NJISJ)

Dr. Lauren Peccoralo
Leonia Action Alliance

Anne-Marie Peracchio
Director, Conservation and 
Affordability, NJ Natural Gas

Dr. Lovell Pugh-
Bassett
President, Camden County 
College

Arlene Quinones 
Perez
Chairwoman, Hunterdon County 
Democratic Committee / 
Decotis, FitzPatrick & Cole
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Emy Quispe
Director of Legislative Affairs, 
Office of Governor Murphy
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Joanne Rajoppi
Union County Clerk

Jigna Rao
CEO, Millhill Child and Family 
Development

Dana Redd
CEO, Camden Community 
Partnership, Inc.

Gwenette Reese
President, Coalition of 100 
Black Women

Amanda Richardson
Executive Director, Corporation 
for NJ Local Media
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Mary Kay Roberts
Partner, Riker Danzig
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Idida Rodriguez
Managing Partner, 1868 Public 
Affairs

Nicole Rodriguez
President, NJPP

Racquel Romans-
Henry
Policy Director, Salvation for 
Justice

Barbara Rosen
1st Vice President, HPAE

Lori Sackler
Founder & President, Bergen 
Indivisible
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Phyllis Salowe-Kaye
Executive Director, NJ Citizen 
Action
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Nichelle Santos
Founder and CEO, Canna 
Coverage Insurance

Alma Saravia
Attorney, Healthcare Law, 
Slater-Greenberg

Peg Schaffer
Vice Chair / Chairwoman, NJ 
Democratic State Committee /
Somerset County Democratic 
Organization

Kenyanna Scott Bell
Vice President, Assistant 
General Counsel, Global Head 
of Litigation at ADP

Safanya Searcy
National Member Political 
Programs, ADP
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Jennifer Sellitti
New Jersey’s Public Defender, 
Women’s Rights Information 
Center

Khalifah Shabazz, Esq
Managing Partner, Souder 
Shabazz and Worldridge Law 
Group LLP

Hira Shaikh
Deputy Director for AAPI & 
Faith-based Outreach, Murphy 
for Governor

Marsha Shapiro
Marriage Equality Activist, 
STAND Central NJ

Milly Silva
Secretary-Treasurer, SEIU Local 
1199

Michele Siekerka, Esq.
President & CEO, NJBIA
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Monica Slater-Stokes
Managing Director, Corporate 
and Government Affairs, 
United Airlines

Marisa Slaten
Director Corporate Community 
Impact, PEPCO Holdings

Nancy Erika Smith
Attorney, Smith Mullin P.C.

Rasheida Smith
Political Consultant, Dunton 
Consulting

Alexandra 
Soriano-Taveras
Municipal Chair, Teaneck 
Democratic

Antonia Spano
Pams List / Hoboken 
Strategy Group
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Alex Staropoli
Director of Advocacy & 
Communications, Fair Share 
Housing Center

Christine Stearns
Chief Government Relations 
Officer, NJ Hospital Association

Kelly Stewart Maer
Director of Public Affairs 
and Advocacy, Capital Health 
Systems

Jen Sweet
Deputy Director of 
Communications, Senate 
Majority Office

Jennifer Taylor
NJ Assembly Majority Office

Lisa Takeuchi-Cullen
Writers Guild East 
President
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Diane Testa
Member, NJ Apportionment 
Commission

Amy Torres
Executive Director, NJ Alliance 
for Immigrant Justice

Terry Tucker
Chief of Staff, HMFA

Catherine Tung
Associate Executive Director, 
McCarter & English

Jennifer Velez
Executive Vice President, Horizon 
BlueCross Blue Shield of NJ

Louise Walpin
Marriage Equality Activist, 
STAND Central NJ
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Debbie Walsh
Director, Center for American 
Women and Politics

Robin A. Walton
Government and External 
Affairs, Virtua Health

Shari Weiner
Attorney, Murphy McKeon P.C.

Katie Wertheimer
Director of Communications, 
Tina Kotek for Governor

Regina Wilder
NJ Assembly Majority Office

Melanie Willoughby
Executive Director, NJ 
Business Action Center
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Kaitlyn Wojitowicz
Vice President of Public Affairs, 
Planned Parenthood Action 
Fund of NJ

Anna Wong
Progressive Activist / 
Organizer

Storm Wyche
Northeast Regional Director, 
State & Local Campaigns, 
Emily’s List

Constance Zappella
NJ First Female Deputy 
Fire Chief, Jersey City Fire 
Department

Kate Zernike
National Correspondent, 
The New York Times

Trish Zita
CEO, Zita Group
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Christina Zuk
Associate, Princeton Public 
Affairs Group




